Medrese Mahallesi'nin kuzeyinde bulunan, Mardin'de hiiklim stiren son
Artuklu Sultani olan Melik Necmeddin isa bin Muzaffer Davud bin El
Melik Salih tarafindan 1385 yilinda yaptiriimis olup halk arasinda “Zinciriye
Medresesi” diye de anilan Sultan isa Medresesi, dogu ve bati uclarindaki
dilimli kubbeleri ve dogu tarafina rastlayan yiiksek anitsal portali ile ¢cok
uzaklardan bile dikkat ceker.

Yapiya halk arasinda "Zinciriye Medresesi" denmesi, bir rivayete gore
eskiden iki dilimli kubbe arasina zincir gerilmis olmasi sebebiyledir.
Batidaki kubbede bulunan demir halkanin bu zincirin baglandigi
halkalardan biri oldugu séylenir. Gene bir rivayete gore zincir daha
6nceleri Ulu Cami'nin minareleri arasinda asili olup, minarelerin biri
yikildiktan sonra medreseye getirilmis ve kubbelerin arasina asiimistir.

Sultan Isa Madrasa, locating in the North of Madrasa District, built in
1385 by Melik Necmeddin Isa bin Muzaffer Davud bin EI Melik Salih, who
was last Artuqid Sultan ruling in Mardin and which is called as Zinciriye
Madrasa among people, stands out even from afar with its cusped domes
on the east and west edges and high monumental portal in the east side.

Rumour has it that being called as “Zinciriye Madrasa” among people is
for the reason that once chain was stretched between two sliced domes.
It's said that the iron ring in the western dome is one of the rings which
the chain was connected to. Rumour has it that the chain had been
stretched between the minarets of the Grand Mosque and after one of
the minarets had collapsed, it was brought to the madrasa and stretched
between the domes.
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Dikdortgen ve genis bir alani kaplamakta
olan yap, iki kat Uzerinde avlu, cami, tiirbe
ve cesitli ek mekanlardan meydana gelmistir.

Glneyden bakildiginda, batidaki dilimli
kubbenin altinda cami, dogudaki dilimli
kubbenin altinda tirbe bulunur.

Yiksekte kalan ve batidan yikselen
merdivenlerle ¢cikilan anitsal portal, dista iki
sira mukarnasli bir kademe ile dikdértgen
cerceve icine alinmistir. Bu cercevenin icinde
genis, dekoratif kifi ile doldurulmus bir
bordir yer alir ki bu da iki yandaki
sttuncelerin tasidigi ti¢ dilimli nis kemeri ile
cevrelenmistir. Mukarnas dolgunun altinda
nisi cepecevre dolasan bir kitabe kusagi
bulunmaktadir. Onun altindaki yan
duvarlarda ise bitkisel motifli iri rozetler yer
alir. Ayrica giris kapisinin tizerindeki yazilar
da madalyonlar halindedir. Bu madalyonlarin
altinda iki degisik tas suslemesi dikkati ceker.
Ustteki bezemede aralarinda altigenler ve
Uc kollu yapraklarin oldugu birbiri icerisine
girmis kivrimli ¢izgilerden 6rgi motiflerine
yer verilmistir. Ortadaki kiiciik altigenlerde
bazi sozciikler yazilidir. Bunun altindaki
bezemelerde karsilikli palmetler varsa da
bunlar kakma olarak islendiginden cogu
dismustir.

The building, which covers a
rectangular and large area,
consists of courtyard on two
floors, mosque, tomb and
various additional places.

When one looks from the
south, there is mosque under
the sliced dome in the west
and tomb under the sliced
dome in the east The
monumental portal, which
remains and high and climbed
up by stairs ascending from
the west, was taken in a
rectangular framework with
a two-line muqarnased grade
outside. There is a large kerb
filled with decorative cufic in
this framework and this is
surrounded with three sliced
niche arches, which are
handled by the columns on
both sides.

Portalden girince, yildiz tonozla értill
bir bolime cikilir; bu bélimin
karsisinda, ikinci kata cikilan ve
gliniimuzde kullaniimayan bir merdiven,
batisinda ise cami mekaniyla birlikte
avluya acilan bir koridor vardir.

Koridorun glineyindeki cami mekaninin
ortasinda mukarnasl tromplu bir kubbe
yer alir. Bu mekan glineyde ve kuzeyde
kademeli ve sivri kemerli pencerelerle,
kasnak acikliklarindan giren 1sik
oyunlarina sahne olur. Caminin
kuzeydeki giris kapisinin i¢ tarafi ile tam
karsisinda yer alan mihrap nisinin etrafi
ayni sekilde islenmistir. Mihrabin etrafi
kakma motiflerle islenmistir. Minber
kesme tastan yapiimistir.

.There is an epigraph stringcourse rounding all niches under muqarnas
filling. There are large rosettes with plantal motives on the side walls under
this stringcourse. The writings on the main entrance door are as medallions.
Two different stone ornaments under these medallions stand out. On the
upper decoration, there are braid motives consisting of nested curled lines
having hexagons and three-arm leaves among them. Some words are written
on small hexagons in the middle. Although there are mutual palmates on
the decorations under that, many of them displaced as they were indents.

When entered from the portal, one comes into a place that is covered with
a stellar vault; in the opposite of this part, there are stairs that go to second
floor and are not used in our day, and in the west of this part, there is a

corridor that goes to the
courtyard with mosque site.

There is a mugqarnased,
squinched dome in the
middle of the mosque site
which is in the south of the
corridor. This place witnesses
plays of light coming from
lancet windows graded in
the south and north, and
from hoop intervals. Sides of
the mihrab are decorated
with inlaid designs. Mimbar
is made of cut stone.

Avlunun glineyinde bes capraz tonozlu revak,
kuzeyinde ise besik tonozla ortiill selsebilli
bir eyvan bulunmaktadir.

Avlunun batisindaki eyvandan ise tiirbe
oldugu anlasilan ve tromplu bir kubbeyle
ortiilii mekana gegilir. Ust kat daha ok kiigiik
oda mekanlarindan olusmaktadir. Bunlar bir
zamanlar medresede okuyan kisilerin
odaciklaridir.

ilk defa Mardin'de gorilen Timur (Hicri 789
ve 803) ve ordusu ile savasmis olan Melik
Necmeddin Isa bir siire bu medreseye
hapsedilmistir.

Mardin Miizesi bugiinkii binasina tasinmadan
énce Zinciriye Medresesi'nde islevini
strdirmustir.

There are five cross valuted
porticos in the south of the
courtyard, and an iwan with
fountain covered with cradle
vault in the north.

One passes from the iwan in
the west of courtyard to a
place covered with a
squinched dome that is
seemingly a tomb. Upper floor
mostly consists of very small
room places. These are the
rooms of the people who once
studied in madrasa.

Melik Necmeddin Isa, who
battled with the army of
Timur(789 and 803 of the
Hegira) which was firstly seen
in Mardin, was imprisoned in
that madrasa for a while.

Mardin Museum retained its
function in Zinciriye Madrasa
before it was moved to its
present building.



